
RESOLUTION 83- 4 

A RESOLUTION URGING AND REQUESTING THE STATE OF 
FLORIDA, DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION TO ALLOW 
FISHING OFF OF ALL THE BRIDGES ON HECKSCHER DRIVE 
AND AlA TO REMOVE ANY SIGNS PROHIBITING SAME; 

WHEREAS, the bridges on Heckscher Drive and AlA provide 

excellent fishing spots for the citizens of Nassau County; and 

WHEREAS, fishing off of certain of said bridges has been 

prohibited by the State of Florida, Department of Transportation 

for safety purposes; and 

WHEREAS, although prohibited, many people have been fishing 

off of the Heckscher Drive and AlA bridges; and 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of County, 

Commissioners: 

Section 1. The Commission hereby urges and requests the 

State of Florida, Department of Transportation to allow fishing 

off of all the bridges on Heckscher Drive and AlA and to remove 

any signs prohibiting same. 
ADOPTED this 25th day of January, 1983. 

Clerk 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
OF NASSAU COUNTY 

--· ~ 

By: L!!ltl~~~ 
Gene Blackwelder 
Its: Chairman 
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. - le's no f.Vo'!~~r Tony is angry. I'm ;tngry, loo. Walking on 
the $hywa.y the other day, kicking my way through the 

b , " • d roru;n gw.sq ana ebris, I felt ashamed for our sport 
fishermen. 

~~~~~-:~~~·~~mE~~~~~--~~::--·~·~·--~-~------~--~~--------=-·----------------~==::~~~~ 
The slobs who threaten sport fishing from the Skyway 

·:· 

$OIL~~ din per. Broken Sehlitz botH a. . 
Ptece ofTgDo cooler. Cntfii'\hskelcton. Dried · i 
muHe:t skiri. Millet' a cm.llroken glnss. Empty\ 
Coleman Inn tern mr.mt!j) .bng. Hope. R{:rnn.ins \ 
of a_ndfiRh thnt ~t\9 filleted. AppJe cors. ·''. 1 

: kicking my way throttgh the btokC'I gltns snd 
· debris, I felt l:'.shnmcn for our aport fishermon.1 
·: I was also worried. Some time during the 
; next year, the Florida Department of 
· Tra11Rportntion nnd Pincllne County are going 
' to sit down and discusa the future of the old 
; t!pans. The talk now is that part. of the old · 
•. bridge will be permitted to stand As a fishing 
:. pier. But that's provided it doesn't cost too 

t.·. 

Dr. Pel) per c~n. Shrimp ahelt. Juicy .t<'niii' · : 
gum w!npper .. Humo.n et":!rCtn4:'!nt by the feli.cc. ·; 
Re:d R1ppl: wme bottl~. St. Peter§ burg Times .~ 
sports sccbon. Co:n Cf:?b nuno wbat looked . : 
h~c a campfire. D1apcr. D~lul stingray. bend .J 

pmfish. Den.d Jfiff~,opal.!~t ca~~sh atiU rotting h1 ; 
the sun. Q-ttp:1. Smcker iH<f'tlpper. Pubtb , · :; 

: much to maintain. 
; . . If the county has to worry aboul picking up . i 
~ after the slobs, it's going to cost phmty. . 

paper snck. McDonald's Happy Meol box. · ( 
Now I know whttt toy trhmd Tony Zebro J 

mennA abDut some or th.e p~ople ~;";lw 013~ tha, ; 
. . . . . .... . . •~ . . .' 

clnscd Sunshine ~kyway bridge una fiahing .... , 

. llmow, I lmow. I'm being unfair. Maybe th~ · · 
· atate or cmmty ahnuld bs doing something . : i: 
· now, like enforciug litter laws, or providing 

trash barrels. Thoae things might help. But 
· somet.hing else io needed. ~ 

The rMlalohs ore probably a minoz·it.y. But 
they're mnklng utJ all look bad. It's tithe, as · 
they nny, to fis!1 or cut bnit. Fish~rmcn who 

pier. . , 
"People arc sloba," 'ron}• says. 

The oti1er day, I wnlkcd out on the Skywny 
to check out things Tony had been tellin•t me 
about his favorit-'3 fishing spot, Tony spoke the 

. care abo~t the environme.I]t, the way nnglcra 
. : arc perctm•eu by the pubhc, and the bridge's 

futiJ;:~ 8!.1 il pier hnd best not be timid. Next 
time some scuinbng tosses his garboge on the 
bridge, tell him what cnglera ntnad to lose. 

The bridge. lruth. . . 
People; ere flloha. Thi; Hat :.t t.he hcr;hming 

·~of thil'l co!omn indmlc!! on,ya fow ltf.!3Hurer. I 
fouud between !.he parkihg firea And t,he fene~ 
ahcnt. t:\ rnih"! O•it en the clnrmltrd sprm. . 
· l 1.'s no wonder Tony !s angry. 1'1u nnrrry 
too. Wolkinp, on the Skyway the othnr d;y,' 

I wish nl3re fi&hcrmen w~re IHte my tri~nd 
'fony Zebro. People cnll hi.rn the Skyway i{ing 
bcc~Uflt:! he hno dmnn r:cnr liv{'d out there since 
the uriJciC cpcncd 28 j'COI'R ngo. Bt>CilURC of 

1 that, he ht!nts tho hridee like em old friend. He 

packs out his own garbage ond eometimen 
picks up dcbrin lert by tho olobn. 

A 73-yenr-old retired painter, Tony drives 
out to the bridge almost daily. Bnd wcnthcr 
seldom discourages him. On the 1977 morning 

it snowed in St. Petenburg1 Tony was on the 
bridge, flinging his lures. at Tampa Dny fi!-!h. 

"What the hellam I go_nna do at h~me?" 
asks thq former New York resident. who lnst 

·year walked nenr.ly 1,000 miles on the bridge. 
"Am I gonna watch televi~ion at home? Wbnt's 
on TV todoy'! I'll tell you. Crnpola. I Jere I get 
freeh air and catch fish and I walk end I stny 

·young~~· · 
Th.at's R good argument for ke~ping open 

U~e bndge for fishermen. The bridr,e is populAr 
wtth thousands of anglers -I counted more 
tha1• 200 on n rt>cent Sundny and it provides 
fish to those who take the t.ime to learn it.q 
mysteries. 

Take Tony. He's famous for the number of 
pompano he catches during spring on the 
yellow· Wild Willie jags he employs. Out come 
winter he cntches Spanish mackerel, spol,l('d 
ecatrout, rcdfish, Oounder nnd shct>psheHtL 
llut hB won't lie to you. lie also lnnds his shnre 

• of snH.wnter cuUiRh. 
Mm;t unglNs, indu,Hn1:Tony, diAlikc I he 

r;ea t:nf:~. !•'or one thiur:, the en!~ hnv{' poor food 
value yet frequently bent t.he edible fiAh 1 o 

('

11 · I tr/. 2..--



,. 

~, ·- __ .. .., .. ,. · .. 

expensive baits. The other bad thing is their 
spines. They're venomous. If you're finned by 
a catfish, you'll hurt for houts. 

For this reason, a great number of anglers 
delight in S:mashing the cats to smithereens . 
against the pavement. It's far easier to cut your 
line or unhook them with pliers, but s()me 
pe1lple would rather destroy and leave them to 
rot on the bridge. Catfish will never be en 

·. endangered species, but it still s~ems a • : 
grotesque waste of life. . . . :..- / : · · 

It's easy to understi:lnd;.Tony's cynicisc;. 
"People are so damn l~·usy," Tony . · ' 

complains. ''There are rats out on the' bridge at 
night as hig as cats, feeding on tlie garbage .. 
And the other day, I kept getting snagged on 
something, so I rmally pulled it up with my 
gaff. A shopping can. Someone had ~to len a 
shopping cart, 'used it to he.ul his gear out on 

. the bridge, and then threw it in the water when 
he was (lll.iahed. The SOB!" 

I'm with Tony. Let me hear how you feel. 

lt~ff K{inlcmb<wg i,; t&. outdoofs writtN fOI' t&, St. Polenbur; 
Times. 

. 
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}~~i-. oate~~ '~ay finally bCnefit'from;fu~l .. tax ;, 
' .... .. ' 
.z.: . In the "It's an ili wind that blows no good,'' de-· ·, · · ''Whenever a fisherman is run over by a car, you 

. _;_partment, the nation's boaters may be about to fi- Boa fing . : .:• ·' ,. . · see the reason for it," said CoL Don Ellingsen, com-
~ __ .1,.:nally reap the harvest of five years of paying fed· · . · mander of the FMP. "In fact, we've had numerous 

·::<eral taxes on marine fuel as the result of the pas- cases in the past two years, including one in which 
::tf{:~.e of Preside~t lleagan's 5-cents-a-g?llOn gas' Law renee '' . ·. '· h~~sreJple were killed_at ,Panacea, south of Talla-

,:: I: The net resUlt may be allocation of up to $45 mil- Dennis 1.:. ·' . There are other hazards, too, the FMP chief said., 
~:· ::Uon a year through fiscal year 1988 for funnelling . { : "[Danger to boaters] ... is an aspect that has 'j 

·• -·:::":'::back into recreational boating projects like boat • • been totally overlooked in most cases," Ellingsen . 
··-::::ramps, docks and marinas in the various states. . . Times-union Boating writer . . said. "Of course, fishing. is prohibited on certain 

. · '~:::::5 ·The money would be split $15 million-$30 million · . . · · . .· . · · . · . , sections of all bridges,· such as draw spans." . 
. . -<.'-':between boating safety programs and constrUction constitutes a ,boat for allocatiOn pu.rposes. For Iii- Many times, though, Ellingsen said, fishermen · 
· ·<:.~:of facilities. It would mclude funds collected from stanc~, what formula would be used to allocate -ignore the posted signs·and fish on the restricted· 

··.::_the marine fuel tax since 1978, which has been rus- funds m t~e case of states that register unpowered .. sections. . , , . · 
1 

• 

. ::ticating in the treasury because of the failure of b~ats! w~ch do not, of ~ou~se, pa~ the fuel tax . Capt. Roger Bennett, commander of the Jack· 
~-_;.congress to pass a measure authorizing spending (F~orida I.s. currently con~tdenng adding sn.ch boats ·· sonville FMP district, said that in some instances, 

:::;::::it, and the 5-~ents-a-gallon extra that will be col· . , to Its registi:atwn roles)· · · · . · ... boaters, including FMP officers, have been ha· 
-::-::~_:Iected at marme f~el pumps under ~he new levy. ' ·• Aud how woul? th~ money b_e p~ysically allocat- 1.·a~ed by. bridg~ fisherll!en, and many have had 

-.:- -:- As one of the nation's biggest boatmg' states, with edt~ state programs. What gu;delines_would be.es-.. objects- mcluding lead sinkers- tllrown at them. 
< ._;.over 500,0.00 registered boats, Florida would stand tablished to regulate the types ~f proJ~cts on how · "We've had quite a tiit of that," Bennett said 
·.:::!:to get a sizable chunk of those buck.<;. :. . . the money would. be spent, etc.. , · . .· "We've ~ad cast .nets thrown into boats as they go 
.:;.:::;:- But, as usual when you're dealing with govern- ~ great many Ifs, but at least there s n_o.w ~ farr under bnd~es, and we'~e had some requ.ests to see 
·:":>::ment; there's a catch. . · ch.ance t~a~ the badly .n~eded funds ~ill ,tmally about gettmg other.bndges posted by rrate boat-

., · . · ~:,~: Congressman Mario Biaggi, D-N. Y., cha~man. of · ~~;.ch their mtended rectplen~ ""'j'.t_h~ ~~:~o~ ~-boat~ ers." . . . ·· .. :. · .. ·.:· .. 
:~.the powerful House Merchant Manne & Fishenes · . · .. , .• . ,' ~:,J.:, , : , ,. So 1f the City Fathers really want to do some-
~ ;:Committee, was pri!f!arily reponsible or winning . ·· Tl FMP' h .d :'· ·. 1 · ·:: ::; ··I;H , · i< tb!ng for the bridge ~ishermen, let them c~me ~p 

· <::appro~al fQr allocation of l!Je funds, after a two- , .. te S r1 ge; ta ~ · . •:: . · · 1· · with ~he m?ney t~ buil~ catwalks on the b~dges m 
: :.:..:;:;Y~ar fJ_ght. . . ·. . . In light o~ all the hoo~la in;,the press recently~ q~estioz:., _smcEHt s unlike!~ the s~te . ~egLSlat~e 

!; · c .. :_.,:· But It's now up to the Department of Transporta-· .about the plight of the bndge fishermen on Heck-!. ~Ill dq 1t m thes~ austere h!lleS. ·/ ... · . -~ * ~., 
·:::.".:~ion .and the Coasl.Guard, which will ad~~ter scher Drive1 it's ab~ut time that somebody spok~i.: ; . And, let;s get .off ~e M~rin~)~atrol's ~ack. 't 'l:.·: ··'. 
>::::,:dispersal of the }unds to the stal~s· boatmg I!ll- for the Flonda Marme Patrol and the boaters.· ''lj ·L ! t ~ ·. it li· ! a. fl:,s '\ : : 

1 
' 

":,:;;;:;:Provemen~ programs, to come up With the machin· Now no one would attack Mom, apple pie and se.\ · og en r1es I •· ' ~- ·~ :·\ 
··.~-:;.-!ry for domg.so. 

1 

· nior citizens' hobby of fishing, but people ought to'· The first working meeting of the Jacksonville 
:C:-· "We have our fingers crossed 'that DOT and the realize that the law prohibiting fishing from certain City Council's St. Johns River Study Committee 

. :::::Coa&t Guard will produce the machinery that will . (posted) bridges that the FMP is enforcing was with its 11-member citizens' advisory committee is 
-::·;·produce the money," a staff member in Biaggi's of- · · written with the safety of motorists, fishermen and . scheduled for tomorrow at 4 p.m in the council 

>lice said "From our perspective, we are seeking to . · boaters in mind. · chambers downtown. Phil Thibodeau chairman of 
- ·;,!lave t~e money ~ext summer [the law_ takes effect · · Ever driven over- or under:_ the Nassau Riv~ the a~visory committee to the three:member city 
;-::m_Apnl.] _But we ll_have to see how qmc.~y the ad- er bridge on AlA North on a sunny Sunday after- , .~ouncil body, ur~es the public to attend the meet-

. .:rmrustrabve machinery geared up. · . noon. dodging rods, hooks, fishermen, line, lawn mg of the comm1ttee, whose goal is to plan respons-
::.:- The DOT and Coast Guard will likely consider, chairs, ice chests? If you have, you recognize the ible development or the riv.er and its .banks in Du- · 
>said.the staff member, things like what exactly· need forthelaw. · \ .i·~ •,: ., " v~I.County. · ·r:fc' ) ·,i'j\i<·1·' .·.~P·•'~--; 
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.Rules pa~el s~el~s1 re:tnoval iof):l~:~fishingl sign 
' 'li• 4_ ·~~ •• •'1 1 i 1 ~-:.! '' • 'I , 'I ~~r1 1 ,' 1· 1\ 'r 'l.,.~~.~ ·, ~ ", f, • 

• ' ~ v 1; "'"' l r ~ , J'!l 4'\ 1 r.' ) ~ ' < t ~ 1 \1 H1~ (, , i , 1 ~ ~ , • ! ; ~, , • ' ~ ' ' • '/ ~ \ r 1, ~ , i • , 

L ' 'c.~\ lJ By James R. Ward '~J ~f i '. W! · .. said that he w6uld sponsb't resolution 'calling for;t .•. About'S,OOO cars' use Heckscher Drive dally; he' , 
I' ·;,>·~.' Tlmes-unlonstoHwrlter·r··~].:. ·r lf i ~the state to reconsider its prohibition of fishing sa1d. " . .: ' ·:.: 
: IfCity~obncilmanJoeForsheeha'tfh~r~~Y,."the' ,r~rombridge~. ·:1! '1...::. ''1. I ' • "If that average was to iricrease to 10,000 to~:· .. 

l state Department of Transportation (DOT) w1ll re- ! ,·. ~alter Skinner of Lake C1ty, th~. DOT distnct 15,000 cars a day, w~ ~ould _have no problem -
move no-fishing signs from bridges on Heckscher _: . eng~neer, attended the Dec. 14 meeting and has ap- th~re would be no-flshmg s1gns on eac~ of the 
Dnve . . ·. · . · ·. pomted a committee to study the the problem. " bridges and by law they would be strictly en-

1 At ~·orshee's urging, the Rules Committee unaru-' · Skinner said that at present, there are only two · forced. . · _ · . . 
: mously passed as an emergency last night a reso- bridges on Heckscher Drive with no-fishing signs . "It is one thing to say that we wlli take the signs 

lution asking the DOT to do just that. The resolu· - Browns Creek and Clapboard Creek. People can·. down if there are no dangers to drivers," he said. 
'lion asks that fishermen be allowed to fish from all - fish from the catwalk on the north side of the· .. "If we take the signs down and fishermen start· 
lleckscher Drive bridges except those that have Browns Creek bridge, but no-fishing signs are post- fishing at n!ghts, what 'do we do .to protect them 
draw spans. · · , ed on the bridge's south side.. . ~d the dnvers - make the fishermen carry 

There are 10 major bridges on Heckscher Drive Fishing was permitted from all Heckscher Drive lights? 
and the Buccaneer Trail, and three of them have bridges until fishermen began leaving garbage and "And then there is the problem of boats passim! 

: uraw spans. They are on the bridges at Nassau fish on the Clapboard Creek bridge, Skinner said. under' the bridges. The people in the boats don"i 
· Sound, Sister Creek (the Intracoastal Waterway) "We were asked to post no-fishing signs, which we, like to run into lines, hooks and bait, but most fish-

and Rrowns Creek. . . did," he said. . ermen love to fish over the channels the boats usu· 
Thee Forshee resolution will be introducted at the ' But in general, the DOT has had a laissez faire . ally use." . . ... , .... . . ·.·· :. . · · ... 

. City ouncil meeting next Tuesday. attitude toward the matter, he said. , · · 

. The resolution is a result of the furor created "The fishing is said to be good on these ,bridges, The answer might b;{.to' blllld catwalld; but Skin~···. 
when a Florida Marine Patrol officer gave tickets so our attitude was to let those without boats Tish · ner said neither the state nor the city has the mon-·,:: 

· to 16 people fishing on a Heckscher Drive bridge in from the bridges as long as they were not interfer- ~Y to build them, evenif it is structurally possible. {: 
November. ing with traffic. . Skinner has appointed James Moss

1 
a DOT 

On Dec. 14, Mayor Jake Godbold expressed his . . Skinner said he sees no problem with removing district maintenance engineer, to serve~ as chair- , 
support of the fishermen at a news conference. the no-fishing signs as long as. the people who fish · · man of. the committee, which" includes Douglas Lit-
That night, at a meeting held at a fish camp on the .pose no hazard to motorists. . tie field of the DOT, Robert L. Moore of the DOT,; 
Nassau River, Forshee s~id that he w~u~d urge ~he . "State law,'' he said, "says that the Department : Jacksonville traffic engil!eer Henry Mote, traffic 1.: 

council to pass an. or~ance perm1ttmg hshi:1g · .. of Transportation has the authority to prohibit fish· engineer Richard King or· Nassau County, Marine . 
from Heckscher Dnve bndges. . . . ing from a bridge if the fishermen create a hazard Patrol Capt. Ronald. Bennett and Capt. William · 

When he was told that state law takes prece· to drivers. The bridges were built for automobiles,. Johnson, the Jacksonville Sherifrs Office Zone 1 ·. Councilman Joe Forshe 
dence O\'er cuunty or local orc:j.inancE's. Forshee .. of course, so that is our first consideration." .. commander. Opposes Hec.":_scher fishinf 

• ·~/ r ' . \\~e:s.\.it.l"Y\ t/7/f3t':·.· 
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Mayor _Godbold responds to.critics , . 
. . ' . ... . . ' . ' . ~ .. ·.• ., 

·I 
I 

. " ,.~:! •• 

of his stand on fishing fro1n hrido-es ~.:: 
. - ~-""'-'~- -. 0 ·._ ., 

... ,')' . ~ 

· .. 1 I 
I . 

WiiJ1 regard to the controversy about 
fishlng from the bridges on Heckscher 
Drive, I would like to clarHy my position 
on the issue.· 

I :nn not oppo~ed to the Marine Patrol 
enfcrci.:1g the law, providing it is being en· 
forced unifprnlly here and throughOut the · 
state. 
. _ Six of the 11 bridges on Hecir.scher 
Drive have no signs posted at all. Three -
others· were posted "No Fishing Betwt!en 

·Signs," which means fishing is permitted 
elsewhere irom Liese bridges. Another 
bridge, at Brown's Creek, l.s posted "r'ish­
in(5 From Catwalk Only," b~t I am told 
this restriction is loosely enforced 

. I· 
!rom bridges not posted. At the same · f . 
time~ U1ere were others fishing from the -• . 
posted bridges who were not ticketed. Is : 
this consistency ln Ill~ enforcement of the 1 

mw? · ' . . • 1 • • 

: Florida Department or Transportation 1 
oHidals agree there is a need to reeval· · : 
uate the si!,rning on all or the bridges. and • 
a task force has been created to do ttJ.s. 1 
The FDOT has nothing ln lts files to Indi· : 
cate wtty or when certain Heckscher t· 
Drive bridges were vosted orr limits to l. 
~ishermen, so this reevaluation is certain- ( 
;1Y in order tc end anv confusio.n for ftsh· ~ 
ermen, motorists and the Marme Patrol r 
'alike. ' · · - ' 

Severa! of these fishermen ticketed in _, 
early December were reJ.IOrtedly fishiJlg JAKE l\t. GODBOLD, M<:}or, 1 

,_, 
1 1 

. · 
3

- Jac:ksoJvllle :· 
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Letters to the editor. 
... 

....... -~· ••. """' .• ,,, .,. • ,_ - .... 'I '1';""--~ . -:-"' .. .;.. -· 

·. :. ;_ -, '\ -~~ -~-·-.. .:""'."''•'- -·~. -~·r . . . 
'-~·· ·' · "· ···' · ' · · . . . . · ·. · ·· · of their ability, which they invariably do, 

) 

' 

.. Mayor Godbold's\·unfair and [inaccu- are law abldmg realize that the _patrol is.,.._, Godbold's statement that he would at-
rate] remarks recently toward our fine out there to _help, not to antagomze.. .... tempt to use his power as mayor to sway- .. \ 
Florida Marine Patrol only .further sup- Ask any fisherman or boater who has State Attorney !<~d. Austin from prosecut-
port what kind of a leader of our city he · been assisted by the patrol for any reason ing those in violation of state law only; 
is. · · and he Will only be complimentary of serves to reinforce the feeling thal laws, 

By his own admission, he has openly . them. ·. . . · '. - .:-~":,·: ·;;_:· ~- are only for "some of the people." . · 
broken the laws of this state by f1shing · , Godbold'sstalement that the issuing of · He obviously feels thp.t he and those ., 
from posted bndges. . ttck:ts for flshmg on a po~,ted bn~ge was.. who fish from those pm;ted bridges are 

This flagrant disregard for our laws by the vendetta of one man IS as [maccu- above the law·s which the rest of us must 
an elected official makes one wonder. rate] a statement as one could conceive .. _ obey...... .,.;,.-.. .· 

The Marine Patrol has a monumental 1'he officer in question ticketed only In summary, I have nothing but pra_ise 
task in patrolling our waters and in en- those people _who were openly and fla-- for the Florida Marine Patrol and the JOb 
forcing the many laws of this state. gran~ly breakm~ the law. . · . ··· · ··. -~ they do. 

These laws were enacted by the people·· 1'h1s was obvwusly not a vendetta. !Ie Perhaps the mayor should reevaluate 
for all the people, to protect the people, only enforced the laws, wh1ch we as cth- his position with regard to supportmg law 
the wildlife and the waterways. zens have allowed to be enacted. · :~ .:.:,. - . breakers and chastising the men who pro-

l have personally never heard a disre- The officers of the Marine Patrol can- teet us and our waterways.· · · 
speclful word about the Marine Patrol not enforce only those laws which they · · ,, ' · ·-~---·-
from anyone who obeys thelaw. believe are correct. . · . ,., '--:·:··. ·: STEVEN D. POE', D.Oi · 

The majority of !<'lorida's citizens who . They must enforce them all ~o ~he ~est ._,:". ' .• · Jacksonville··· 
-;_-· ;·:t 

' . ··. . .. · :. 
-·· 

r-,.· • 

· · , · ~.€~ters to the. editor 

J 
. •.'·' f .. 

I 

Mayor"s approach to l;>~idge-fishing ban is1wrong. 
. . . . . , . ,. , .. _;,. . . , . . . - I . 

In recent weeks, I have read and heard the bridges, but rather about why the law have heard in this entire "comedy." 
a great deal about the controversy stem- was bei."lg enforced I thought that the . To think"that ~ mayor or a comm="t 
mmg from the enforcement of a law pro: group of concerned citizens would urge a h f 
hlbiting fishing from bridges in the area restudy of each bridge and if it were de· t e size 0 Jacksonville would even · 

· termined that fishing from the bridges re· to criticize privately, let alone publicly, 
. From journalists' accounts, it ap~ars mained a hazard, that would carry any law· enforcement agency or officer 
that thed D~parthment of 'J!baili~tportf ~t!On ~ enough public support to do what rightful· for enforcing the laws of the state of Flor· 
charge wtfh t e re~ns1 Y o mvesti- ida is unbelievable I would urge Mayor 

d d · -.- ·r 't · · ly should~be done. , · · gating an eternunmg 1 1 lS detrimen· Godbold to check his citY. ordinances and 
tal to traffic safetv and dangerous to hu- But, much to my amazement, govern· look at the one that prohibits fishing from 
man life for any person to f1sh from any ment officials such as Mayor Jake God- the bridges on,Cesery and University, 
bridge on a state road. If it is so deter· bold announced that the problem is that 8 u1e ds 
mined, DOT shall then post signs apv.ro· the Marine Patrol is enforcing the law. 0 

· var · • ; .. · · · ··.· · · · .-
priately and fishing therefrom is prohibit· Mayor Godbold even goes so far as to ask Jhe only ,other interesting point Is that 
ed and punishable as a misdemeanor of the State Attorney not to prosecute any the law directs all enforcement officers 
the second degree. . violators. · to enforce its provisions. Maybe, some 

,\~ In the inilial newspaper accounts, local The mayor's public criticism of the Ma· folks need to crack open a law book. - . 
concerns expressed by those interviewed rine Patrol for enforcing the law, and . 
were not about the law or the study con- more specifically, an individual officerj! . ...:..-:.,::-.7:,,'''·~·····~. D.J. STRATMANN 
ducted to impose the ban on fishing from has to be the most impi'Oper statement. JackSOnvfUe 

f' 
' ' 
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fish from any slate road bridge. When the depart· 
ment, after due investigation, so determines that it is 
dangerous for persons to fLSh from any such bridge, 
tl'\e 

1
Division of Road OJ){:rations ,;hall thereupon 

post appropriate signs on such bridge slating that 
fishing therefrom is prohibited. 

(2) It shall be a misdemeanor of the second de­
gree, punishable as provided in s. 775.082 or s. 
775.083, for any person to fish from any bridge which 
th•e department has determined is dangerous t.o fish 
therefrom and bas postr.d signs as provided in sub­
section .( 1 ). 

(3) All enforcemenl.. officers, including Florida 
Highway Patrol officers, shall enforce the provision!( 
of this section. 

(4) This section shall. b~ cumulative and is not in­
tended to repeal special laws making it unlawful to 
fish from any bridge. 

(5) Any slate, county or municipal agency or au­
thority charged with the maintenance and construc­
tion of public roads and bridges is authorh:ed to con­
struct and maintain pedestrian walkways, fishing 
walks or fishing bays on public bridges under its ju­
risdiction whenever it is deemed necessary to do so in 
the interest of safety. 

Hiatory.-a. I !>II, do. ~'99f,~. 195.~; ... 23, 3.~. eh. 69-106; •· 2~9. eh. 71-1:16. 
'Not~.-~ a. f, C'h. tU ~1'.)9, whiC'h f~lfllnizt'd~ in psrt. the divi&itln structurr 

•lthln the O..partmrnt o( Tran,-.purt.ation • 
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Introduced by Councilman Forshee: 

A RESOLUTION URGING AND REQUESTING THE 

STATE OF FLORIDA, DEPARTMENT OF 

TRANSPORTATION TO ALLOW FISHING OFF OF ALL 

THE BRIDGES ON HECKSCHER DRIVE AND TO 

REMOVE ANY SIGNS PROHIBITING SAME; PROVIDING 

AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

Whereas, the bridges on.Heckscher Drive provide excellent fishing spots for the citizens 

of Jacksonville; and 

Whereas, fishing off of certain of said bridges has been prohibited by the State of 

Florida, Department of Transportation for safety purposes; and 

'Whereas, although prohibited, many people have been fishing off of the Heckscher Drive 

bridges and according to the Sheriff!s records there have been no accidents caused on 

the bridges as a result of such activity; and 

Whereas, one of the bridges of similar design to the one on which fishing is prohibited is 

actually utilized for fishing ~<l~·~, ~~minal ch~ge is imposed for same by the State; 

now, therefore 
~ 

Be It Resolved by the Council of the City 'of Jacksonville: 

Section 1. The ·coilnch h_~reby urges and requests the State of Florida, 

Department of Transortation to allow fishing off of all the bridges on Heckscher Drive 

and to remove any signs prohibiting same. 

Section 2. This resolution shall become effective upn signature by the Mayor or 

upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature. 

·I 

X 





---Division of. Recreation and Parks, hereinafter'',.~referred. to as . 

the DIVI~ION and the Department of 

referred to as the DEP..A.R'fMENT, 
.. • 

W I T N E S S E T 

That in and for the mutual 

and the DEPAR'I'NENT, it· is. agreed as fol 

1~ The DIVISION has found recreation to be ~he prime 

purpose of this project and has agreed to enter into a contract 

with the DEPARTNENT for construction of a fishing catwalk on 

the north side of the Browns Creek Bridge on State Road 105, in 

the Consolidated City of Jacksonville. 

~ ' < " • 

2. The DEPARTMENT agrees to cause construction of said 

fishing catwalk, such'deve.lopment being in accordance with the 

· project development plans and specifications prepared by the 
-·~-: 

\: 

DEPARTMENT, which plans and specifications are, by reference 

hereto, made a
1
part.of this agreement. 

3. The DEPARTMENT agrees to assume resp.~g~P=~tl.:Jty_ for the 

' 
preparation and/or supervision of.engineering design, project 

- ~ -, 

construction, contract administration and certification of 

satisfactory completion of work for the construction of the 

I 
l 

said Browns Creek Bridge fishing catwalk;. 

4. The DIVISION agrees to contribute the sum of THIRTY 1 

THOUSAND DOLLARS .($30,000.00}, to be paid from the Land Acqui-
• ., •'-!.:; ..... ··· 

sition Trust Fund, and to be used specifically for design and 

construction of the said Browns Creek Bridge fishing ca-:walk. 

All funds to be contributed by the DIVISION ·-.·ill rernairl on 

I 
h 
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the Land Acquisition Trust Fund and will be released 

upon appropriate billing by the DEPARTHENT in regular periodic 

. ·' 
releases in accordance with the percentage of satisfactory 

'~ ., • ·--;-~· -~:-t'<•>1:~>i·' .· ;. -....... ·.,. 

completion of work .... ·, 

5. The DEPARTMENT a9rees to advertise for bids and a\>/ard 
. I 

confer w.i'th .the DIVISION::,':lnd permit the DIVISION to review, 
(.· 

app.1;ove or disapprove bids received prior to award of the contract:'"_, 

6~ In the event the total cost of said project at com-

pletion is less than the THIRTY THOUSAl'lD DOLLARS ($30,000.00) 

originally committed by the DIVISION, the difference will remain 

in the Land Acquisition Trust Fund and. may no longer be committecL 

in any manner to the project previously described. · 

7. The DEPl~RTHENT agrees to provide any and all maintenance 

needed to insure the continued use of said fishing catwalk at 

its own expense and covenants that it has the full legal authority -

financial ability to so operat~ and maintain said facility. 

8. In the event that a supplemental agreement is required 

. 
an amount in excess of the THIRTY THOUSA~"D DOLIJ\RS ($30,000.00) .-

to overruns, the DIVISION may request that additionnl funds 

in1 the amount of such overruns subject to approval by 

and authorization by the Executive Board of the 

of Natural Resources. 

hereto executed this document 

the day and year first·above written. 

A!'?:IOVSO AS iO 

FORl.l llt~O LEGALITY 

-~r~...,._ 
. ,TTQHNL::Y • O.N.R 

j 

ATTEST: \'1"-c....v-';f?.· · Y'\..t""'"-~.' 
E;;;cut.ivW s~~tary · 

STATE OF FLORIDA 
DEPARTMEI\'T OF TR.t\NSPORTATIO:--l I 

'} I j' 

~1 , tVeill/ ry---__ .. Dy: 
1\d::",inist.:-a: L0:1 
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Supp.No. '1'6 FISIDNG AND BOATING FACILITIES CHAPTER14-41 

RULES 

OF THE 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

CHAPTER 14·41 

FISHING AND BOATING FACILITIES 

AT STATE ROAD SYSTEM BRIDGES 
Rev:\ood 8·9·72 

14-41.01 Purpoee 
14-41.02 Intent 
14-41.03 Replacement Fishing Walks and Boat 

Ramps 
14-41.04 New Fishing Walks and Boat Ramps 

14-41.01 Purpose. The purpoee of this rule is 
to establish deparbnent policy regarding participation 
in the location, design. construction and maintenance 
of fishing and boating facilities located on, or on the 
immediate right of way of, state road system bridges. 
Specific Authority 20.05 FS. La.w Implemented 335.16, 
339.24 FS. Hl.storr-Revlsed S.9-72. 

14-<1.1.02 Intent. The department recognizes 
the public econom}? which can result from the 
multiple use of transportation facilities. To this end, 
the department shall cooperate fully with other 
public agencies in multiple usage, provided the three 
general conditions listed below are fulfilled. _ 

(1) T h e in s t a 11 a t i o n c o s t o f the 
non-transportation feature is appropriately funded by 
tbe public agency or agencies assigned by law 
responsibility for the gavem.ment function that the 
non-transportation feature serves. 

( 2) The non-tr3naportation feature does not 
adversely affect the safety of the travelling public. 

(3) The non·transportation fesuter does not 
significantly diminish the capacity of the 
transportation facility. ~ "·: 
Specific Authority 20.05 Fs'. Law Implemented- •335.16, 
339.24 FS. Hlston-Revbed S.9-72. 

93 

14-41.03 Replacement Fishing Walks and Boat 
Ramps. The department may fund, design, construct 
and maintain replacement fiShing walks and boat 
ramps when such facilities are demolished in 
conjunction with bridge or highway construction on 
the State Primary Road System, provided the design 
of the bridge or highway being constructed would 
petrnit the safe use of these facilities. The department 
shall approve county requests. for the expenditure of 
fifth and sixth cent gasoline tax funds for similar 
purposes, with the understanding that Florida law 
assigns full maintenance responsibility to t.~e county 
and that fifth and sixth cent gasoline tax funds may 
noJt be used for such maintenance. 
Specific Autllorlty 20.06 FS. La.w Implemented 335.16, 
339.09(1), 339.08(4) FS. Hfs1;ory-Revised g..g..72 Amend.ed 
1·23-77. 

14-41.04 New Fishing Walks and Boat Ramps. 
The department may fund and perform location, 
design, construction contract supervision and 
administration, and maintenance for new fishing 
walks or .boat ramps at bridges on the State Primary 
Road System, provided the construction contract 
amount is funded by the ri!questing public agency as 
part of a written agreement with t.he department. The 
department shall approve county requests. for the 
expenditure of fifth and sixth cent gasoline tax funds 
for similar purposes, with the understanding that 
Florida law assigns full maintenance responsibility to 
the county and that fifth and sixth cent gasoline tax 
funds may not be used for maintenance. 
Speei.fic Authority 20.05 FS. La.w Implemf'!nted 335.16, 
339.24. 39.09(1), 206.4'7, 339.08(4) FS. Hi.story-Reriled 
S.9-72. 
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R. L. ~100l'e, f~aintenance EnqiPPcr
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FISHING RESTRICTIONS ON BRIDGES 
t 

Recent inquiries into fishing restrictions on Ocp~rtment of Trans­
pt;dation tl1·idqrs promot~d u'> to ll>akQ a field revie\'J of this topic 1 

in our .;rea. StTuctun's on lh,ck·~ci1Pt' D1·iv0 \·JC'rt' obsrrved as follm-Js: 

SfCIION 72250- STATE ROAD 105 - ll[CKSCIIER Df~IVE--'-·-.. --

l3rO\·JJI'd River "No Fishinq 13C't~·Jcc·n Signs 11 

(lkawspan S(:ction 

Ounns Creek No siqns 

San C3rlos Creek No signs 

G.-m·ms Creek :'Fishin9 rr·om Catv;alk Only" 

Clapboard Creek "No li<;lling from r;ridge" · 

Sllad Cret:.k 

Fort George Inlet 

Sii:Jpson Cni...:l~ 
+.~ .• ~--

Sawpit .Creek 

Nassau· Sound ·· 

"tlu Fis!1in~J Betv1c>en Signs" 
{ Dl'a v1·-, lhl n Sect ·ion}· 

r·ln \ i;;w·, 

no~ s i rjns 

"No r ish i n9 BC'twcen signs II :;;' . 

(Orawspan Section) 

Tl'lere is no documentation as to v11wn or by whose direction thtse bridge~ . 
.,.,ere signed. so 1t 1•\ust beR.:h:-;un:ed tltc1t past history indicated to previ'n ... s 
t:ngineers of this need arid it W1S dcHH\ in JCcordance ·,-Jith F1o•-ida :)t;st:;te 
t.o. 339.27 (attJc!u:d). 

7•1is is passed l.ln to you fnr ir:fnrP .. Ition i'llr!J:~~,es, ar.d if you should requir~ 
:' .rtllel' .infon·,.nion 01- h,f!J.!i in.; 1l:i 'y ll•trl .• ;>leas(~ advisC' . 

• . :. 1 : 

fi:.r·~·= fl ~·J 


